
Inside Out 
 
Romans 6:14 “For sin shall not have dominion over you:  for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace.” 
 
There is much rejoicing over the freedom of being under grace as opposed to the law, and 
rightly so. We revel in the Christian liberty that God has given us in Christ Jesus and we 
appreciate the release from the bondage of the law. Yet, what is the element that breaks the 
dominion of sin in this change? 
 
One of the chief differences comes in the attention to motive as opposed to actions. 
Romans 10:5 says, “of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live...” Grace 
says, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature” (II Cor. 5:17). The law requires one to 
obey perfectly, conforming outwardly to the list of God’s perfect standard; grace changes a 
man’s inward motivation so that he performs the deeds of the law by the desire of a heart 
transformed by salvation.  
 
In a way, grace demands more than law. Christ talked of the demands of the law and went 
beyond. He said it is not enough not to kill, but don’t even hate. He said it is not enough not 
to commit adultery, you must not even lust. In other words, actions are not enough, God 
cares about our motivation. In fact, motivation is more important than actions, because right 
actions are the result of right motivation and right actions without right motivation are 
meaningless. Christ scathingly criticized the Pharisees for outward conformity but inward 
corruption. 
 
Our relationship with Christ begins inside and shows itself outwardly. It is impossible for us 
as humans to purify our motives or often to clearly analyze them, but God has given us what 
we need. Hebrews 4:15 says the Word of God discerns between the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. God uses it to show us ourselves and sanctify our intents, creating a holy people 
for His glory. 

 


